OCTOBER IS NATIONAL CRIME PREVENTION MONTH: TIPS TO
HELP PROTECT YOUR KIDS + NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Safety Tips For Your Kids:
Unfortunately no neighborhood is completely immune to crime. However, there are steps you can take to help keep your
family and your neighborhood safe.
• Know where your children are. Have your children tell you or ask permission before leaving the house and give them a
time to check in or be home. When possible, have them leave a phone number of where they will be.
• Help children learn important phone numbers. Have your children practice reciting their home phone number and
address, and your work and cell phone numbers. If they have trouble memorizing these, write them down on a card and
have them carry it at all times. Tell your children where you will be and the best way to reach you.
• Set limits on where your children can go in your neighborhood. Do you want them crossing busy roads? Playing in alleys
or abandoned buildings? Are there certain homes in your neighborhood that you don't want your children to go to?
• Get to know your children's friends. Meet their parents before letting your children to go to their home and keep a list of
their phone numbers. If you can't meet their parents, call and talk to them. Ask what your children might do at their house
and if they will be supervised.
• Choose a safe house in your neighborhood. Pick a neighbor's house where your children can go if they need help. Point
out other places they can go for help, like stores, libraries, and police stations.
• Teach children to settle arguments with words, not fists. Role-play talking out problems, walking away from fist fights,
and what to do when confronted with bullies. Remind them that taunting and teasing can hurt friends and make enemies.
• Participate in the Westhills Neighborhood Crime Watch. Work together with your neighbors. Watch out for suspicious
and unusual behavior in your neighborhood. Get to know your neighbors and their children so you can look out for one
another.
• Neighborhood Crime Watch (NCW) is a partnership between residents and law enforcement to improve safety and
prevent crime. What you can learn with NCW:
In 1984, the National Crime Prevention Council designated October Crime Prevention Month.
Every year since then, government agencies, civic groups, schools, businesses, and youth organizations have reached
out to educate the public, showcase their accomplishments, and explore new partnerships during this special month.
October has become the official month for recognizing and celebrating the practice of crime prevention, while promoting
awareness of important issues such as victimization, volunteerism, and creating safer, more caring communities. The
month-long celebration spotlights successful crime prevention efforts on the local, state, and national levels.

If you have any information about criminal activity, contact your local sheriff's station ( 818-878-1808). Or if you wish to
remain Anonymous, call “LA Crime Stoppers” by dialing 800-222-TIPS (8477), texting the letters TIPLA plus your tip to
CRIMES (274637), or using the website http://lacrimestoppers.org
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